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This Christmas a great num-
ber of War Savings Stamps and
Thrift Stam»s ware given to
children by their parents. The
government urges that this plan
be kept up through the entire
year. Whenever parents have
money to give their children let
them be sure to giveitin the
form of five dollar War Saving
Stamps, or twenty-five cent Thrift
‘Stamps, and see that the Stamps
are pasted on the proper card.

It will be an easy matter for
children themselves to earn four
dollars worth of twenty-five cent
Thrift Stamps, only sixteen in
number. All parents will realize
how much better it is for the
children to save money than to
waste it buying unnecessary
things. If parents will only
make the effort, they can soon
teach their children to feef'the
same qnthusiasm in buying Thrift
Stamps that they experience in
any other interesting work or

play. Could there be a finer|twe and two make four, and water is|half-million unnaturalized Ger-

sight than to sec children com-
peting in the game of thrft?
Their parents can put this stimu-
lus into their lives, and the com-
ing men and women of America
will be finer citizens on account
of it,

“The child is father to the
man,” and the parentsof America
can make the growing generation
the finest and strongest that the
country has yet produced if they
will urge upon their children the
importance of their part in
America’s great undertaking at
this time.

Make up your mind for th's
year you will speak nothing but
good words for your town or
community. If something hap-
pens you don't like, keep your
mouth shut and go atout quietly
attempting to correct the evil,
But don't sit around your grocery

stove or drug store counter and
knock, The man who said a
knock was as goodas a boost wa:
trying to make the sore place feel

pleasant.

It may have been that when

King Richard wildly exclaimed.

“A horse, a horse, my kingdom
for a horse”-—that he was hungry
and didn’t intend to beat it. At
any rate, some of the larger cities
have thrown off the lid on horse
meat, and the inhabitants are
. cordially invited to swat the
* . high cost of living by fattening
~up the old, played-out horses

and slaughter 'em-—and then sit

~ downtoa Cannibal feast.

_|George Ade is credited with: the

following bit of advice to Ameri-
cans between the ages of 30 and
50 on "how to help win the war:"

“Abe Martin met a feller down in
Brown County that never heard of Tony
Pastor, and we have taxpayer in our
township who thinks the wurid is flat,
and yot can find cabaret performers in
New York City who don't believe there is
such a plae as Jowa, and clairvoyants
still find customers, and you can name
people who will consuit a patent-medicine
“ad.” sin preference to a doctor, and 8id
Jethro Tilford, over in Shelby Township,
carries a dried-up potato to keep off the
rheumatism,

In every community you will find a
contrary-minded sediment of the human

— ! race---people who keep themselves syme-

what in evidence by noisily denying facts
which_are self-evident to all of their
neighbors who happen to be in the full
enjoyment of sanity.

They are somewhat like frogs, 1. ¢.,
they make an awful ncise in proporticn
to their number,

Now, if you will take the trouble to
check up in your immediate neighiborhood
the people who, from the begianing of
the war, have been full of doubts and
questions and false alarms, you will find
that they are few in number and of pre.
cious little importance, except as atmos-
pheric disturbances.

Also, did it ever occur to you:

That the man who had bought most
liberally of Government bonds never
questions the safety of his securify?

That the woman who was knitting the
most socks and sweaters never believed
the silly stories about the Red Cross being
a crooked institution?

That the soldier boy about to board a
transport and join his comrades of France
and Great Britain never was known to
doubt the sincerity of the men with whom
he was soon to join shoulders?

No, indeed!

All the wails and misgivings and fish
stories are put into circulation by a few
picayune outsiders who were just built to
be obstructionists and somehow can't
help it.

They are in a class with the Tories
who feasted the aristocratic British offi-
cers while Washinton's Army starved at
Valley Forge.

They are the kind of people who op-
pose public improvements, will not buy
tickets for the Chautauqua, criticise the
minister if he smiles in public, and at-
tach the presumption of guilt to any wom-
an attacked by scandal.

They are the small bores and the two-
by-fours, the gnats, the sand flies, the
ticks put on earth to teach good people
the quality of patience.

The time has come to ignore them.

If We can not lock them up for safe-
keaping, at least we can shut them out
from our daily program and go ahead
with the important work laid out for us,
This is no time to waste precious hours
and vocal energy in trying to prove that

wet, and the sun sets in the West, and
the mad dog of Prussianism must be
muzzled,

Do not try to convince the miniature
La Follettes, because they do not wish to
be convinced, They derive a bilious
comfort from being different. They
have learned that no cloud has a silver
lining; it is festooned on the interior with

crepe.,

If all the optimists along your street
should arise some morning into a world
bedecked with dew sparkles and ex-
claim in unison, “What a beautiful, sun-
shiny day!" then some two-legged crab
would emerge from behind a lilac bush
and say, “Yes, but I think it'll rain before
night.”

If you find a banana skin on the thresh-
hold of patriotic opportunity, kick it aside
and do not permit yourself to become
fussed.

The stalwart men and women of middle
age are to keek the home fires buming
during the supreme ordeal now at hand,
They are to raise the crops, speed the
factories, collect the taxes, organize the
home guards, conserve the wheat and
meat and sugar, back up the Red Cross,
peddle the Liberty Bonds, write the let-
ters, pack the comfort kits, and stand by
for orders at al), times,

If a busy worker feels some one tug-
ging at his coat tail, the thing to do is to
kick straight back and kick 1 a-d, but do

of them, Since 1910 there have| Be forward looking. Let the
beed 18,939 raids in the nation; dying year of 1917 be buried with
and this State furnished 4,339 of the dead past. Thereis not an
them. opportunity of any kind in the
The above sort of givesablack |days that have gone. “The
eye to our good old State. But|waters that have past will never
it is information that every sher-|turn the mill.”

iff, constable and law-abiding
citizen should ponder over. With
the shipment of whiskey black-

{

A Word of Appreciation.

listed, it is a foregone conclusicn
that blockading will vastly in-
crease, especially since the price
is anywhere from $20 to $30. a
gallon. The lawless element
will take long chances now in
operating, and it is up to every
officer and citizen to cooperate
in stamping the blighting evil
oat. A shortrun and a long

term for évéry person engaging
in the nefarious business!

WiTH the severe cold weather
of the past week, and the conse-
quent big fires for those so for-
tunate as to have wood and coal,
the danger of a conflagration is
especially great, Our people
cannot be too careful about their
fires in cold weather. Once a
dwelling catches fire in such
weather there is no chance of
saving it, for hydrants are frozen

The following isan excerpt
fmm a letter just received by the
editor from a Post-Dispatch sub-
scriber; such expressions are en-
couraging:

"I have read with delight the
Rockingham Post-Dispatch and I
want to congratulate you upon
the splendid paper you are getting
out.. I am agreeably surprised to
see a publication of so many big
features. In my opinion your
paper would do credit to a town
of double the population of Rock-

ingham. Your editorial page is

good reading and your news items
are new and spicv. Your adver-
tisements are catchyand are sure
to bring results. The arrange
ment of theentire is admirable.
It is an all-around good paper
and I most heartly congratulate
y0u.n

—————— ———

Newspapers of the Seventies.
Rev. W. F. Sanford, M. E. pas-

tor of seven churches radiating
from Thomasville, was a Post-
Dispatch caller yesterday. He
came to the city Tuesday and will

and fighting equipment almost
impossible to handle.
And speaking of fire losses,

| At the Allied conference in_
Paris held a few weeks' ago; ‘it
'was decided to hasten the builcs

Wednesday. It is the men that

are prepared to give them all the
necessary equipment, so there
need be no delay in sending them
over. Co-ordination of zction Is*
the key-word now. -Troop move!
accelerated, and will not be de-.
layed by reason of any shortage
of equipment that may exist ower:
here. The truce on the Russian

corps of German troops, who
have been switched over to the
French and Belgium fronts, there.
by rendering any Allied offensive
impractical for the present, yntil
with the aid of American forges
they again gain a superiority in’
men.

The situation as regards Russia
is still uncertain. The truce te-
tween the Bolsheviki faction,
just now uppermost in Russia,
and the Germans began Dec. 25th, !
and peace parleys will be form-
ally begun tomorrow, the 4th.
However, informal conferences

ments to France will be vastly..

front has released corps after -

patch-of ‘the - troops” across“the’ “Jf bad habits were as easily -
given out by the War Department lenium would be ancient history.

Before a fellow can get settled

are most needed. The Allies down after Christmas others
come along and want him to set-

tle up. ,

The price of soap isn't worry-
ing the small boy. He's perfectly
willing to economize to any ex-
tent necessary.
 Itis a safe bet that the addi-
tion of the woman vote in the
United States will not add to the
certainty of preelection predic-
tion& - x
“The fellow who remarked to
his best girl, “It's as plain as the
nose on your face,” now wonders
;lhylhcfoxuuswiththe...othu'

low.

*+ Rire Tuesday night destroyed
a large warehouse at Charlotte
belonging to the Buckeye Cotton
Oil mill, destroying 6,000 tons of
cottonseed; the loss is $200,000,
covered by insurance.

Three soldiers died at Camp
Greene Tuesday of pneumonia.
The ' three make 20 deaths that
have occurred at the camp since
its establishment—a small ratio
for so many assembled.

The working hours of clerks

in the Interior Department Build-

did you know that the loss by |return today.

Rev. Mr. Sanford began work-

fire in the United ' States during ing in his early life as a “devil”
November totaled $20,198,025 as and is ending as a preach-
against $19,898,450 for the sameler, About 1871 a paper was
month of the year before? And|established here by Dougald
that for the eleven months to|Stewart, known as the Observer.
December 1st the loss was $241,.| This was democratic in politics

1 pong _|and the following year a radical
g’g;g' a;s;:ontlhp:re:a::h ;:331'1 paper was established by Wm. R.

Terry, known as the Spirit of the
months of 1916, and for 1915|South, Mr. Sanford, then a lad
$182,826,200?7 And much of this|of nine years, started to work for
fire loss can be prevented by|the Observer as office “devil.”
fire education, by simple precau- After two years, his father, Mr.

! Frank Sanford, bought the Ob-
tions ann common-sense careful|o, oy and became editor, with

ness. young Sanford in the mechanical

S

The week of February 4 is[¥ was cl:xangedto the Pee
set aside by the department of m& Tbt(l:st Papec ws Con
o g . . ¢ n r about nine years, un
justice for regictration off thel s 1882 when it was sold to
. : ~" |Robert Knight, of Wadesboro,
mans in continental United|yhy changed the name to the
States by police and postmasters, | Rocket.

in pursuance of President Wil-| The paper was published on
son's alien enemy proclamation thi ;am_e site as the ng‘ﬂ&
0 . 5 patch is now published, y
e g achion e & MMeans the building at that time was a
o TN ' W danger TOM| wooden one, while the present
enemy sympathizers in the|jscation of the Post-Dispatch is
United States.

of brick.
Registration will involve the| The editor would be pleased

gathering of detailed information|t0 have a complete history of
concerning the business, relatives the various papers published

” here, a description of their num-
nd hablt‘s of SV German, to- erous vicissitudes, of their ups
gether with his photograph and|znd downs. And if anyone

finger prints.  After registering | knows of any of the files of these
he must carry a certificate card|old papers, we would be pleased
and may not change his place of|t0 have them.
residence without approval of =P em——
the police or postmaster. Viola- The Letter “E.” |
tion of the regulations will be| Someone has advarced the
punishable by internment for the |opinion that the letter “E” is the
o The Hngtish ciohabet. becuuse. It
e ish alp cause i
Ge'{-:lnea;r:zr; e:? n: ro : 5 2?:{1}' pet: is always out of Cash, forever i'n
Debt, never out of Danger and in
sons under 14 years of age, be-

epartment.. ‘The name ‘of the|=

have been held daily by the en-
vovs, but the latest indications
seem to show that the demands

and terms of the Germans are so
rapacious and unreasonable that
even the bribed and “peace”-hur.
gry Bolsheviki's may refuse to
accept them, In the meantime,
the Cossacks in southern Russia
are rallying to the standard f
Gen. Kaledines, and it would not
be surprising if they yet suc-
ceeded in overthrowing the
Bolsheviki gang of socialists, and
redeeming their country again
join forces with the Allies in the
just war upon German Autoc.

racy.

~day morning,
| $75,000, represented chiefly by

these bl:ﬂdmgs form igniting.

ing at Washington have been
changed to run from 8:45 to 4:15
instead of 9 to 4:30, to relieve
congestion in street railway cars
of the overcrowded capital.

The laboratory and operating
room buildings at the base hospi-
tal at Camp Greene, Charlotte,
were destroyed by fire early Sun-
the loss being

destroyed laboratory apparatus.
A defective flue caused the fire,
900 soldiers were patients in the
other buildings ofthe hospital,
but these were not disturbed as
the absence of wind prevented

N

400D ADMINISTRATION PREPARING TO
PUT SCREWS ON UNSCRUPULOUS DEALERS

Selfish and Unpatriotic
Also—Vine of

Raleigh.—Notwithstanding its oft-
repeated and proven assertions that
fts attitude toward all dealers in food-
stuffs (s first of all friendly, and that
it is dealrous of co-operating with all
handlers of foedstuffs, rumblings of
impatience at petty profiteering are
beginning to be heard around the
quarters of the Food Administration
in this city.
| That Food Administrator Henry A.
| Page has at heart the Interests of the
| producers and handlers of foodstuffs
|has been demonstrated by his action
{in straightening out the wheat sitna-
!tlon in the state and by his attitude
| toward all wholesalers and retailer¥ in
ithelr respective conferences here; but
illl-. Page i5 not famous either for his
| patience in the face of injury, nor for
his forbearance when laws are be-
ing violated and people oppressed
;throm the greed of grasping or un-
patriotic dealers.

Offenders to be Put Out of Businéss.
| Where wanton violations of the

tration are found, it is anticipated

law and policy of the Food Adminis-

|
B of Im Heard Around Headquarters.
umblings patience Being WII be .
$5,000 and Two Years' Imprisonment
Penalty for Hoarding —Administrator Henry A.
Page Tightening the Reins.

practice, where it has been the ocus
tem for years, eannot be toleratad
under present conditions.

Consumers of food commoditien as
well as dealers are subject to the
provisions of the Foed Control Law,
section @ of which provides that any
necesslty shall be deemed to be
hoarded when held, contracted or ar
ranged for, by any person In excess
of his reasonable requirements for a
reasonable time. The penalty for
violation of this provision is & fine
of $56,000 or two years' imprisonment,
or both, and in addlition, the commod:
ity hoarded is subject to eonfiscation.

. Large Purchases Inexcusable.

" State Food Administrator Henry A.
Page points out that there is abso
lutely no excuse for purchasing food-
stuffs In large quantities, because
(1) prices have been stabilised and
are no more apt to advance than they
ure to decline, and (2) the Food Ad-
ministration’s first comcern is to sup-
ply our own people with foodstuffs and
it will not permit the exportation of
such an amount of any commodity as
will endanger the supply necessary fo:

Hell all the time.
cause those are not classed as

not waste time in looking around.

By the way, here is an important tip
for every manpast 30. Do not tell around
that you would be keen to, enlist if you
were just a little younger.

Some of the men just under 30 will
have their doubts, and even those who
b dieve you will not find entertainment in
your conversation.”

alien enemies by law.

It makes not a bit of difference
who you are or what you are, this
town has done more for you than
you have done for it.. You may
be rich, or you may be poor, or
just in moderate circumstances,

| The collector of internal reve-

you have never recognized or re-
paid. This statement is worthy
of serious consideration by every
citizen who believes in giving as
he receives. Ifryou give it the

in 1911 there were 290 seizures
of distilleries in this State by
revenue officers; in 1912, 462; in
1914,612; 1915, 780; 1916, 910,
1917, 680. In the nation at large

But we call the attention to
the fact, says the Charleston
Gazette, that “E” is never in War
and always in Peace. It is the
beginning of Existence, the com-
mencement of Ease and the end
of Trouble. Without it there
would be no Meat, no Life and
no Heaven. Itis the center of
Honesty, makes Love perfect,

Alex J. Field, recently appoint-
ed State Librarian, and editor of
the State Journal, has been ap-
pointed to a position in the legal
department of the United States

that the offending dealers will be pun-
ished by the simple procedure of put-
ting them out of business, Where
profiteers are shrewd enough to stay
barely within the bounds they will be
put in a class otmpuuan.d watched,
| In order to give the consumer bet-

home consumption.

The great injury that would be
worked by this practice is elearly
pointed out as follows: .

(1) It would add to the burden of
the rallroads, which are already
strained to the breaking point. :

(2) It would tend to advamoe
prices and thereby work an injusties
to all consumers of foodstuifs,

(3) It would deprive our own sol-

tate occasional price lists showing
" Ly dlers, the soldiers of our Allles, the

the average cost of staple food com-
modities to the dealers and the price

AT but in either case your home|and without it there would be no| [0"C s "3oiers should be able to|the hundreds of thousands of STARV.
W. Bailey, last week stated that s should be of inestimable value to the |Burope, of foodstufts which are need-

od not only to help win the war, but
to save innocent people from actual
and certain starvation,

In the face of these facts Food Ad.

people of the Etate,
What's In Store for Hoarders.
As a result of reports that have
reached it from two counties in the

clvillan population of our Allles and -

'mw:u otu:mdhcotm solfiyh and nnpatrictio to an extent

; i i i inni 3 ences - |a8

there were 2232 distilleries de.|COPSideration it deserves you|Shipping Board. He will leave| [ S0 (rUerems B et e [that 1 approsching the  traitspous.
stroyed the past year; from this| Will get busy right away and do|Raleigh to accept his new WOTK| gtguted 80 far were found to have orig: [Mr. Page does not belisve there will
il g : 8| your full share towards making |in Washington. The management| inated as the result of the practice of (be any hosrding in North Caralina,
itis seen that North Carolina this a bigger and better and more{of his paper will be placed in| some farmers in the two counties men- but if there are those who are selfiah -
|furnished more than 30 per cent' prog, ey Sibes tncde tionsd 6f purohasing most of their (a3d uapetriotio and foolial enough to

- _{lurnished my per -prosperous ity in every way. g06d supplies fa large .3 it with
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